
 

Preserving biodiversity is a major issue of the 21st century.  The Government of Québec is a leader on 

this front and is very proactive, by, among other things, creating protected areas. 

From 2002 to 2009, Québec made giant strides by protecting nearly 200 new natural territories each 

year. Today there are more than 2,500 protected areas covering over  8% of Québec’s land base, in 

other words, more than 135,000 km2. The Portrait du réseau d’aires protégées au Québec presents 

these important advances. 

The government intends to continue its conservation efforts in the coming years so that this network 

will span 12% of the territory by 2015. It has adopted strategic guidelines for achieving this and other 

goals for protecting and enhancing Québec’s natural heritage. 

   Fighting climate change 

Climate change and global warming are issues facing all of the world's States. Accordingly, 

governments must assume their responsibilities and develop strategies to reduce greenhouse gas 

emissions. 

Québec is taking leadership on this front with an ambitious target of cutting greenhouse gas 

emissions by 20% below the 1990 level by 2020, and with a number of measures to achieve that 

target. 

The Québec Energy Strategy, the Public Transit Policy, the 2006-2012 Climate Change Action Plan, 

funded through the carbon tax, and theResidual Materials Management Policy show that the 

government is taking an integrated approach to fighting climate change. 

http://www.mddep.gouv.qc.ca/biodiversite/aires_protegees/portrait02-09/index.htm
http://www.mddep.gouv.qc.ca/biodiversite/aires_protegees/orientations-strateg2011-15-en.pdf
http://www.mrnf.gouv.qc.ca/english/energy/strategy/index.jsp
http://www.mtq.gouv.qc.ca/portal/page/portal/entreprises_en/transport_collectif/politique_quebecoise_transport_collectif
http://www.mddep.gouv.qc.ca/changements/plan_action/index-mesures-en.htm
http://www.mddep.gouv.qc.ca/infuseur/communique.asp?no=1230
http://www.mddep.gouv.qc.ca/matieres/pgmr/index_en.htm


 

 

  


